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Citation: R. v. Vu Date: 19990127 1999 BCCA 0059 Docket: CA023283 Registry: Vancouver COURT
OF APPEAL FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA ORAL REASONS FOR JUDGMENT: Before: THE
HONOURABLE MADAM JUSTICE SOUTHIN January 27, 1999 THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE
HALL THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE MACKENZIE Vancouver, B.C. BETWEEN: REGIN A
RESPONDENT AND: HONG ANH VU APPELLANT N. Cobb appearing for the Appellant C. Stolte
appearing for the (Crown) Respondent

[11  SOUTHIN, J.A.: This is an appeal by the appellant, who was convicted of a narcotics offence.

[21 The essential ground of appeal is that the interpreter at the trial, who was there to interpret
from the Vietnamese language to the English language and vice versa, was hopelessly
incompetent.

[31 The Crown, I assume, has concluded that whether "hopelessly" is the right word or not, the
interpretation was not conducted according to a standard which provided for the accused a
fair trial.

[41  On that footing, I would allow the appeal.
[51 HALL, J.A.: I agree.

[6] MACKENZIE, J.A.: I agree. "The Honourable Madam Justice Southin"
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