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[1] THE COURT: I am going to grant the adjournment requested by Mr. Shih. I recognize, Ms. 
Shih, how frustrating this is, but I am particularly concerned that Mr. Shih have an 
opportunity to address the central issue in a substantive way - that is, the issue of the extent 
to which the assets held in his own name are excluded. 

[2] It is challenging for self-represented parties to conduct litigation. That has to be balanced 
against the position that represented parties find themselves in, and it is hard sometimes to 
achieve the right balance. But, at the end of the day, in the absence of prejudice to Ms. Shih 
the priority must be making sure the court is in a position to decide the real issues. 

[3] I am going to adjourn the trial, but on these conditions. 

[4] There is going to be a time period set within which Mr. Shih must retain counsel. By that 
time your counsel and/or Ms. Somerville must contact the registry to schedule a date for an 
application for you to re-open. I am not deciding now that you will be able to re-open, but I 
do want to hear from your counsel as to whether you ought to be given the opportunity. If by 
that date, you have not done that, then it will be open to Ms. Somerville to set down a half 
day to complete the trial; in other words, for you to complete your final submissions. 

[5] How much time do you think is reasonable for you to retain Mr. Batist and get him into a 
position where he can correspond with Ms. Somerville and get a date for this application to 
re-open? I am not going to set a deadline for the hearing of it, because that is going to 
depend on Ms. Somerville's schedule, his schedule, and my schedule. So how much time do 
you need to get that arranged? 
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[6] MR. SHIH: Well I will call him right after this. I know he is in discovery right now, that is 
why he could not be here. I guess it depends on his schedule as well. 

[7] THE COURT: Right. All I am saying is it is not a deadline for when the application has to be 
heard, but a deadline -- how much time do you think is reasonable for him to just arrange a 
date? A week? 

[8] MR. SHIH: Sure. 

[9] THE COURT: A week. 

[10] Ms. Somerville? 

[11] MR. SHIH: Unless he says otherwise. I will message him right away. 

[12] MS. SOMERVILLE: I am going to be away next week, My Lady. 

[13] THE COURT: That is fine. 

[14] MS. SOMERVILLE: It is a week. 

[15] THE COURT: What I am suggesting is that Mr. Shih would have a week to arrange for a 
lawyer to contact you, and for the two of you to contact the registry and arrange a date that 
suits your calendar for an application to re-open. If you are away next week, then I am 
happy to make it Wednesday of the following week. 

[16] MS. SOMERVILLE: The Wednesday of the following week would be better, thank you, My 
Lady. 

[17] THE COURT: The Wednesday of the following week would be April 29. 

[18] MS. SOMERVILLE: Thank you, My Lady. 

[19] THE COURT: In summary, the trial is adjourned, Mr. Shih is to retain counsel, and, by no 
later than April 29, 2015, his counsel is to make arrangements for a date for an application 
by Mr. Shih to re-open the trial. Such application is to be scheduled through trial division for 
a date suitable to the claimant and Ms. Somerville. 

[20] In the event these arrangements are not made by Mr. Shih's counsel by April 29, the claimant 
has leave to schedule half a day through trial division to complete the trial. 

[21] I am sure Mr. Batist will know this, but you can pass on that I will expect that the application 
will be specific as to the evidence he plans to lead if the application to re-open is granted. 

[22] MR. SHIH: Has to leave? 

[23] THE COURT: Lead. I do not want a general statement "we would like to re-open." It has to be 
very specific - what issue are you leading evidence on, and what evidence do you intend to 
lead? 

[24] Any questions? 
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[25] MS. SOMERVILLE: Would Your Ladyship consider granting costs of today's appearance, 
given that we anticipated concluding the trial today? 

[26] MR. SHIH: I think both sides have had delays. 

[27] THE COURT: I would like to reserve on the question of costs until I decide the application to 
re-open. 

[28] MS. SOMERVILLE: Thank you, My Lady. 

[29] THE COURT: If there is nothing further, we will adjourn. "WARREN J." 
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