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JUDGMENT

THE COMMISSIONER: 1. Mr Harrison, you have been brought to this Court for breaching
previous orders because you have not completed your community service and because you have
committed further offences. The reports that we have had show that you think that cannabis and
maybe other drugs are a way of coping with problems which you have. Our experience in Court,
from all the other cases we have had, is that drugs do not actually have that effect and they make
things worse in the long run; it is a spiral effect, that they continue to have an effect on you after
you have taken them and after the immediate effect has worn off. 2. You need to get some help to
get yourself under control, because if you do not, the Court, sooner or later, is going to have no
option but to send you to prison and it would be for increasing lengths of time. It is also the case
that many people who commit possession of drug offences like this, and cannot afford the drugs,
end up financing their drug-taking by supplying drugs to others; we have seen that time and time
again. In case you were not aware of it - and I am sure you are - if that happens the Court's
sentences are very, very much higher and you go to prison for quite a long time. 3. Reading the
background reports on you leads us firmly to a conclusion that we do not want to send you to
prison. We think that you can be helped and that there is hope, and actually the fact that you have
got support from Jersey Association of Youth and Friendship and from the Reverend here, the
fact they are here to support you today is a good indicator that people want you to get better, to
conquer where you are. So, when you come out of this court today, you have made us a promise.
People make promises to court sometimes and do not keep them, but there are those who will
support you and you are capable of doing it and you can leave court today with hope. That is quite
important because we all need hope in our lives. There are things which can be done for you
which will enable you to get past the present problems, and you have to believe that. 4. The
Crown today have moved for custodial sentences and we completely understand why. It is just
that on this particular occasion, on this particular occasion, we think that you ought to be given
one last chance. 5. So, we are going to put you on Probation for a period of 18 months with a
condition that you have psychological treatment, and on all the other conditions that are
normally attached to a Probation Order. You can talk to the Probation Officer after court, she will
help you with those. 6. The existing Community Service Orders are revoked. 7. We do urge you to
take advantage of this and to remember - when you get up in the morning say to yourself every
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morning: I have made a promise to the Court that I am going to do better. 8. The forfeiture and
destruction of the drugs is ordered. Authorities AG v Harrison
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