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JUDGMENT

THE DEPUTY BAILIFF: 1. You are here to be sentenced for 18 offences of breaking and entering
or attempting to break and enter, for 3 offences of larceny, breach of the peace, possession of
cannabis and for receiving a bracelet valued at £1,800. In those breaking and entering offences
you have shown a complete disregard for those running small businesses and for their staff. The
removal of the tips which had been put by customers for staff is a particularly mean example of
that theft. The offending took place on numbers of occasions over a period of 7-8 months. The
total value of goods taken or received was something in the order of £3,500 so these are
significant offences. There is no doubt at all that a custodial sentence is right in principle. Your
offences are aggravated by the fact that many of them were committed while you were on bail for
other charges. And just to make sure you understand that - by committing offences when you are
on bail you are, in effect, telling the Court that has trusted you by putting you on bail, that you do
not care about the Court; and that is why it aggravates the offences which you then commit.
Telling the Court that you do not care, that disregard, is also quite clearly shown in the way you
have treated the police and the authorities; your language, your threats to cause the officers
harm, it is all just completely unacceptable. 2. What we have had to consider, because the Law
requires us to do so, is whether the Criminal Justice (Young Offenders)(Jersey) Law 1994 has the
result that you should not be given a sentence of youth detention in this case. We have considered
it. In our view you have a history of failure to respond to non-custodial penalties, that is quite
plain from your appalling record, and also the totality of offending here is so serious that a non-
custodial sentence cannot be justified and so on both those grounds we think that the provisions
of Article 4 are met and on both those grounds, therefore, we think that the sentence of youth
detention is right. I must explain to you that you may be subject on release to a period of
supervision on your release in accordance with Article 10. 3. You have had some problems in
your life so far. It is important you recognise that there is no-one who is in control of your life
except you. During your time in custody I hope that you will ponder that. You can spend your life
in and out of prison or you can enjoy the liberties and the freedoms which all of us have, as long
as we do not commit serious offences, and that ultimately is your choice. We have considered the
totality of the sentence which has been called for and of course considered your youth and the
mitigation that has been mentioned in the Crown's papers, but we think that the period of 3 years'
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youth detention is right. It is going to allow you a substantial period off drugs; it is going to allow
you to gain skills from the courses which are offered in the Young Offenders Centre and later in
the prison. You can view the sentence negatively or positively. If you view it negatively you will
probably condemn yourself to going in and out of prison for the rest of your life. If you view it
positively, and you use the courses which are offered, there is hope for the future and you want to
think about that. 4. We sentence you in accordance with the Crown's conclusions; the total is 3
years' youth detention. The sentences are in accordance with the schedule which is in the papers
which the Crown has given; 18 months on Count 1, 2 weeks on Count 2, 2 weeks on Count 3, 18
months on Count 4, 18 months on Count 5, those all run concurrently. 12 months on Count 6, 18
months on Counts 7 and 8, 12 months on Count 9, 18 months on Count 10, 12 months on Count
11, 18 months on Counts 12, 13 and 14, 12 months on Counts 15 and 16, 18 months on Count 17, 1
month on Count 18, 18 months on Count 19, 12 months on Count 20, 18 months on Count 21, 18
months on Count 22, 6 months on Count 23 and 18 months on Count 24, and all those sentences
in respect of Counts 6 - 24 run concurrently with each other, and consecutively to Counts 1 - 5,
making a total of 3 years' youth detention. 5. We order the forfeiture and destruction of the drugs.
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