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Introduction:

1. During the hearing of this matter the Court enquired whether the parties had made any
effort to resolve the dispute. The Counsel for the parties advised that the parties had made
no such effort.

2. The Court noted that the papers were voluminous, there had been past hearings and it may
be opportune for the parties to attempt to resolve the matter.
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3. Counsel for the Respondent advised that there was a possibility that the parties could
resolve the matter. The Court then adjourned the proceedings for one (1) hour in order to
allow the parties to attempt to negotiate a settlement.

4.  The negotiations were thereafter facilitated in Chambers and the parties finally reached
agreement on the merits of the dispute but indicated that they could not reach agreement on
the awarding of costs for the proceedings on 15 June 2016 and 8 July 2016.

5. They accordingly advised that the Court would be left to deal with the awarding of costs.

6.  Ihave considered the request and have concluded that it would be inappropriate to grant
costs in respect of both proceedings in these circumstances.

7. Taccordingly rule as follows:-

7.1 No order is granted in respect of costs for the proceedings held on 15 June 2016;
7.2 No order is granted in respect of the costs for the proceedings held on 8 July 2016.
R Harper

Acting Judge of the Labour Court of South Africa
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